
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



116 Correspondence between William, Strahan and David Hall. 



CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STRAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from Vol. XI. page 490.) 

London June 15, 1771. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote you the 8 th and 14 th of last Month by Captain 
"Williams. . . . 

It is an agreeable Circumstance, that your two Sons 
are so far advanced in Life, that the eldest is already fit to 
assist you, and the other nearly so. There will be room 
enough in your own Business for them both ; and nothing 
is easier for a young Man than to pursue the Path, which 
his Father hath chalked out, and successfully trod before 
him. I am very happy in the Prospect we have that our 
Descendants will be connected, when we ourselves are gone 
to rest. The State of my Family and Business is briefly 
this. My eldest Son William is now, you know, settled by 
himself, and will, I dare say, do very well ; tho' the Printing 
Trade is by no means a very profitable one. It requires 
great Industry, Oeconomy, Perseverance, and Address, to 
make any great Figure in it. However he is very clever, 
has already a good Share of Business, and will, in time suc- 
ceed to some of the more profitable Branches of it, as his 
Seniors drop off*. — My second Son George is now in Orders, 
and will, I am convinced, make a good Figure in that "Walk 
of Life. — My youngest Andrew is the only one now with 
me, and from whom I receive any Assistance in Business : 
But his Time is almost totally taken up in the Printing- 
house, in looking after 7, 8, or 9 Presses, which are con- 
stantly employed there: For besides the Chronicle and 
Monthly Review, I have always a pretty large Share of 
Book-work, in many Articles of which I am myself a Pro- 
prietor. — I have also one half of the Law Printing-house, 
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which is kept, separately, at some Distance from my own 
House ; and as my partner in that, Mr. Woodfall, died about 
two Years ago, the whole Care of it lies upon me. — As doth 
the Management of the Kings Printing-house, My Partner 
M r . Byre not being bred to the Business, and being in the 
Country. — It is true, we have distinct Overseers for both 
these Branches, to take Care of the Conduct of the Business 
within Doors. But still the general Management, and the 
Accounts, of all these Branches, falls to my Share, in which 
I cannot easily receive much Assistance from any body. Add 
to all this, the Multiplicity of Concerns I have in the Prop- 
erty of Books, (above 200 in Number) which require, every 
one of them, some Attention, and a separate and distinct 
Account, and a Variety of Avocations which cannot be par- 
ticularly enumerated, the Correspondencies I am unavoidably 
drawn into, and engaged in, and the Share and Attention I 
am often obliged to take and bestow in the Concerns of 
others ; — I say when you consider all these Particulars, you 
may naturally conclude that my Time is pretty fully en- 
grossed. Indeed it is so much so, that I am casting about 
how to relieve myself from a Part, at least, of the Labour I 
have now long sustained ; but have not yet been able to fix 
upon a proper Plan. Sometimes I think of selling all my 
property in Copies, and confining my whole Attention to 
printing. But against this there are great Objections, 
besides that the State of the Trade here is such, that they 
are hardly able, after so many large Stocks that have been 
lately brought to Market, to purchase mine, and of course, 
the present is a very bad time to bring it to Sale, — I must 
wait a more favorable Season. It is easy to manage one 
Branch of Business ; but nobody in my Way ever before ex- 
tended it so far as I have done. My Reason was this : I 
quickly saw, that if I confined myself to mere printing for 
Booksellers I might be able to live, but very little more than 
live ; I therefore soon determined to launch out into other 
Branches in Connection, with my own, in which I have 
happily succeeded, to the Astonishment of the rest of the 
Trade here, who never dreamt of going out of the old 
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beaten Track. Thus I have made the Name of Printer 
more respectable than ever it was before, and taught them 
to emancipate themselves from the Slavery in which the 
Booksellers held them. — But enough of this. From what I 
have already said, you may easily conclude, that my Time is 
pretty well filled up, at a Period of Life too when ones 
Industry generally begins to flag. . . . 

"With regard to Politicks, I have nothing either new or 
particular, but what you will find in the Papers. You see 
Wilkes is chosen one of our Sheriffs, as I imagined he would ; 
tho' he really owed his Election to the Courts Interposing, 
(which is always unpopular with the Livery) and to the Mis- 
delivery of a Letter from one of the Secretaries of the 
Treasury. But all this signifies nothing. The Spirit of 
Faction must gradually subside for want of Fuel; for in 
reality we have no Grievances worth naming to complain 
of; tho' the most unwearied Pains hath been taken to fo- 
ment the popular Frenzy, and to make us believe we are in 
a dangerous Situation from the Weakness and Wickedness 
of the Ministry. To this End our Newspapers have not a 
little contributed; which are daily filled with the grossest 
Falsities, copied from one another all over the King's Do- 
minions. I have now before me your Paper No. 2214. for 
May 30. in the second Page of which there is hardly a Para- 
graph that is not diametrically opposite to Truth. From 
that and such like Papers, one at a Distance who had no 
other Means of Information must naturally conclude that 
we are here in a State of the utmost Distraction, and just at 
the Eve of some grand Convulsion. Whereas the real 
Truth is, we are in perfect Peace and Tranquillity, nor any 
Complaint heard, unless of the present Dearness of Pro- 
visions, which nobody lays to the Account of the King or 
his Ministry. Last Wednesday, the Lord Mayor, after ad- 
vertising for a forthnight to invite the whole Livery to at- 
tend him, presented another Remonstrance; conceived in 
the most impudent and unwarrantable Terms. You will 
doubtless see in the Papers a splendid Account of the Cal- 
vacade. But whatever they may tell you, I can assure you 
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from ocular Demonistration, that it made a most pitiful and 
paultry Figure. A Number of People were brought to the 
Streets to gaze at him and the few Aldermen that accom- 
panied him ; but only ten or a Dozen Blackguards followed 
or hollowed him, which feeble Applause was much more 
than over balanced by the Hisses of the Honest and well 
meaning Spectators, whose Indignation was justly raised at 
seeing the best of Prince's teazed and abused by a little, 
pitiful, desperate and inconsiderable Junto whom as Indi- 
viduals no reputable Man would choose to associate with. 
I am sorry I am obliged to speak of these Gentlemen with 
so much seeming Asperity; but my "Warmth proceeds from 
a thorough Knowlege of their Malevolence and Futility. 
At present I shall dismiss the Subject, and leave it to Time 
to tell you whether I am right or not in what I now say. 

The Ministry, agreeable to what I have formerly told you, 
is, I think, upon a firm Foundation ; which I own I am 
pleased with for three Reasons. 1. Because farther Changes, 
after the Multitude we have already had in this Reign, must 
be fatal to the Peace and Authority of our amiable Sover- 
eign, by not only weakening and distressing his Govern- 
ment at home, but rendering the Nation contemptible in the 
Eyes of Foreign Courts. 2. Because I really know not how 
their Places could be better supplied, the whole Opposition 
not affording many Names worthy of Consideration and 
Trust. 3. Because I know the Men now in Power mean 
well, and are many of them possessed of real Honour and 
Capacity. The only Fault that I think can justly be laid 
to their Charge, is Pucillanimity, which, if carried much 
farther, will become altogether inexcusable. They have 
already suffered, with by far too much Patience, the most 
sacred Names to be traduced, and all legal Government 
trampled upon by the London Rabble. I own I am unable 
to account for this long-continued Timidity, and am not al- 
together without Apprehensions for the Consequences. If 
the same Temper is retained by the People above and below, 
the one unreasonably fearful, the other unwarrantably in- 
solent, we shall have fine "Work at the next General Election. 
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But I hope Things will take a more favourable Turn for the 
national Happiness and Honour before that Period. 

All my Family are in their ordinary, and join in affec- 
tionate Respects to M ra . Hall and you. I am ever 

Dear Davie 

Most cordially yours 
"Will Strahan. 

London Nov r . 9, 1771. 
Dear Davie. 

... In my Letter of July 15 th I gave you a Detail of 
our then present Situation. Since that time, Things have 
exactly gone on in the Train I imagined they were in. The 
Spirit of Faction is declined almost to nothing ; the Patriots 
are quarreling with one another; the Livery, being left to 
themselves, have made Choice of M r . Nash for Mayor; a 
moderate worthy Man, of independent Fortune and fair, 
Character. This throws a great Damp upon the Operations 
of Wilkes and his Adherents, who are now melting away 
very fast. At the other End of the Town, the Ministry 
continue firm and united, as I formerly told you. No 
Changes of any Sort, as far as I have been able to discover, 
are so much thought of; the Parliament will not meet till 
the 14 th or 21 s ' of January ; nor do they expect any other 
than the usual Routine of Business to come before them 
during the ensuing Session. France and Spain, I know, are 
not in a Situation, and are therefore not at all inclined, to 
break with us. In short, every Thing portends lasting 
Peace at home and abroad, unless the King of Prussia 
should draw his Sword, and instead of acting the part of a 
Mediator, endeavor to avail himself of the present Dis- 
turbances of that unhappy Country Poland, and the War 
still subsisting between the Turks and the Russians. By a 
Letter which I received from Berlin a few Days ago, I find 
he is making vast Preparations for War ; and tho' it cannot 
yet be discovered when or where he will begin his Operations, 
it is conjectured, with great Probability, that he has his Eye 
upon Polish Prussia, and the City of Dantzick ; An Acqui- 
sition of the greatest Consequence to him, and which, besides 
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the Advantage of being Master of the Trade of that Place, 
would throw a vast Addition of Power and Strength into 
his Hands, of course endanger the Safety of his Neighbours, 
and alarm all the Maritime Powers of Europe. But unless 
his Conduct obliges other States to take part in the War, 
which may at length make it necessary for us to join one 
Side or another, I see nothing to disturb us for a great 
while to come. In the Chronicle of this Day sevenight (the 
2 d Instant) you will see my Opinion of our present Situation, 
as corning from an old Correspondent. — But whilst every thing 
seems to favour the Peace and Happiness of the Public, the 
Eoyal Family have been and still are in great Distress. — The 
Princess Dowager is in a Declining State of Health, and has 
been very ill of late. — The Duke of Gloucester, who bears 
a very amiable Character among us, had been at the Point 
of Death at Leghorn, but an Express arrived two days ago, 
that he was judged now to be out of Danger. Till that 
Account was received, his Mother and Lady Walgrave (who 
has certainly long been his "Wife, and who will probably 
soon be acknowledged as such) were inconsoleable. — Add 
to these, the Duke of Cumberland, a thoughtless, giddy 
and inconsistant Creature, is universally believed to have a 
few Weeks ago married a Widow Horton, Sister to Colonel 
Lutterell, a lively gay Woman, much older than himself, 
with whom he has retired for the Present to Calais. If this 
is really the Case, it is an Event that, in the mean time, 
reflects great Dishonour on the Duke, and may, in future, 
be attended with very disagreeable Consequences. — Nothing 
farther occurs to me just now with respect to Politics. The 
Licentiousness of the public Papers are unworthy Notice. 
Even Junius is losing Ground every Day, and advances as 
bold and striking Truths, Things which have hardly the 
smallest Foundation ; and Wilkes, (perhaps the best Manu- 
facturer of Paragraphs that ever lived, by which he has been 
long enabled in opposition to Common Sense, to buoy up his 
sinking Popularity,) begins evidently to be exhausted, and 
is gradually sinking into Contempt and Oblivion, which 
all his feeble Efforts will not be able long to prevent. 
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Dr. Franklin hath been for some Time on a Tour to Ire- 
land, where I hear he was five Days entertained by Lord 
Hillsborough at his Lordship's House at Hillsborough, with 
great Hospitality. — He is now at Edinburgh, at the House 
of M r . Hume, the Historian, where he purposes to stay a 
Week or two, and then return to London. I had a Letter 
from him thence the other Day. He is in good Health. 
His Son in law, I find, has been here, and is now in the 
Country seeing his Friends there, but I have not yet seen 
him. . . . 

Meanwhile I remain, with wonted Esteem, 
Dear Davie 

Most cordially and affectionately 
Y rs . "Will : Strahan. 



(To be concluded.) 



